
KS2 Shared Reading Texts Overview 

Children will study fiction, nonfiction and poetry throughout the year. Non-fiction and narrative texts enhance our curriculum and support children in 

revisiting topics studied previously in order to embed learning. Reading breadth ensures children are reading texts that have variation in complexity which 

will allow them to comprehend increasingly complex texts throughout their education. Texts are therefore chosen which have a variety of linguistic features, 

contain tier 2 and relevant tier 3 vocabulary, and texts which reflect our community, building on our experiences and providing a diverse reading curriculum 

accessible for all. During each half term, three texts will be studied in depth. Supporting texts can be used during story time and displayed in the class reading 

hub for all to share.   

Year 3 Curriculum Driver 
Science: Forces and 

Magnets/Rocks 

Reading Breadth: 
Stories & Poetry 

Curriculum Driver 
Geography: 

Mountains and Rivers 
 

Reading Breadth: Fairy 
stories & Poetry 

Reading Breadth: 
Stories and Plays & 

poetry 

Curriculum Driver History: 
Egyptians 

 

Texts 
 

Non-Fiction: Forces in 
Action 

 
Fiction: The Robot and the 

Bluebird  
 

Fiction: The Tin Forest 
 

Fiction: The Wild Robot 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fiction: The Princess 
and the Pea 

 
Fiction: The Princess 

Blankets 
 

Fiction: The Snow 
Queen 

 
Poetry: Fire, Burn 
Cauldron Bubble 
Magical Poems 

 

 

Fiction: King of the 
Cloud Forests 

 
Non-Fiction: Rivers 

and Mountains 
 

Non-Fiction: World 
Feature Focus: Rivers 

 
Fiction: Where the 

Mountains Meet the 
Moon 

 

 

Fiction: 
Leon and the Place 

between 
 

Fiction: Varjak Paw 
 

Poetry: Hot like Fire and 
other Poems 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fiction: Pippi 
Longstocking 

 
Fiction: Stig of the 

Dump 
 

Fiction: Harry the 
Poisonous Centipede 

 
Poetry: Poems – 

Welcome to My Crazy 
Life 

 

 
 
 

Fiction: Cinderella and the 
Nile 

 
Non-Fiction: Life in 

Ancient Egypt 
 

Fiction: Secrets of a Sun 
King 

 
Non-Fiction: The Genius of 

Ancient Egyptians 
 

 



Storyti
me 

The Wild Robot  
Plagues of Reading Text 

  

The Snow Queen 
Plagues of Reading 

Text 

King of the Cloud 
Forests 

Plagues of Reading 
Text 

Charlotte’s Web 
Plagues of Reading Text 

Pippi Longstocking 
Plagues of Reading Text 

Plagues of Reading Text 
 

Year 4 Curriculum Driver 
Science: Living 

Things/Habitats/Animals 

Reading Breadth: 
Stories & Poetry 

Curriculum Driver 
History: Vikings 

Reading Breadth: Myths 
and Legends & Poetry 

Curriculum Driver 
Geography: 

Europe/International 
Trade 

 

Reading Breadth: Stories 
and Plays & poetry 

V
ehicle Texts 

 

Fiction: Why the Whales 
Came 

 
Fiction: When the 
Mountains Roared 

 
Poetry: Wild in the Streets 
and other Poems of City 

Animals 
 

Non -Fiction: Big Picture: 
Habitats 

 
Wild World 

 

 

Fiction: The Girl who 
Stole and Elephant 

 
Fiction: Miraculous 
Journey of Edward 

Tulane 
 

Poetry: Where Zebras 
Go 

 
Fiction: Night of the 

Gargoyles 
 
 

 

Fiction: Odd and the 
Frost Giant (Not S to 

R) 
 

Fiction: Viking Boy 
 

Fiction: Saga of Eric 
the Viking 

 
Non-Fiction: 100 Facts 

of Vikings 
Non-Fiction: Vikings 

Explore 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiction: Stories from 
Around the World 

 
Fiction: Beowolf 

 
Poetry: Poetry Chest 

 
Fiction: Tales from Africa 

 
 

 

Non-Fiction: The Travel 
Book 

 
Non-Fiction: Survivor – 

Tales from the Wild 
 

Fiction: The Dragon of 
Krakow 

 
 

 

Poetry: Werewolf Club 
Rules 

 
Fiction: Fire maker’s 

daughter 
 

Fiction: The Legend of 
Podkin One-Ear 

 
Fiction: Wind in the 

Willows 
 
 

 



Sto
rytim

e 

Why the Whales Came 
Plagues of Reading Text 

The Girl who Stole 
the Elephant 

Plagues of Reading 
Text 

Viking Boy 
Plagues of Reading 

Text 

Beowolf 
Plagues of reading Text 

The Dragon of Krakow 
Plagues of Reading text 

The Legend of Podkin One-
Ear 

 
Plagues of Reading Text 

 
 

Year 5 Curriculum Driver 
Science: Space 

Curriculum Driver 
History: Victorians 

Reading Breadth: 
Modern Fiction and 

Poetry  

Reading Breadth: Myths 
and Legends & Poetry 

Curriculum Driver 
Geography: North and 
South America/World 

Reading Breadth: Other 
Cultures and Traditions & 

Poetry 

       V
eh

icle texts 
 

Non-Fiction: Planets – 
Eyewitness 

 
Poetry: Poems for Every 

Night of the Year 
 

Fiction: The Infinite Lives 
of Maisie Hay 

 
Fiction: The War of the 

Worlds 
 

 

Fiction: Street Child 
 

Non-Fiction: How 
They Made Things 

Work – Industry 
 

Non-Fiction: 
Eyewitness Victorians 

 
Fiction: A Christmas 

Carol 
 

 
 
 

Fiction: The Storm 
Keepers Island 

 
Poetry: Wonderland 

Alice in Poetry 
 

         Fiction:  Sky Song 
 

Fiction: The Nowhere 
Emporium 

 

 

Fiction: Outlaws 
 

Fiction: Ted Hughes – 
How the Whale Became 

and Other Stories 
 

Poetry: The Lady of 
Shallot 

Poetry: The Highwayman 
 

Fiction: Between Worlds 
 

 

Fiction: My Name is 
River 

 
Non-Fiction: 

Metaphlon Maps – 
North America 

 
Non-Fiction: 

Eyewitness Amazon 
 

Fiction: My Side of the 
Mountain 

 

 

 Fiction: The Boy who 
Swam with Piranhas (not S 

to R) 
 

Fiction: Journey to Joburg 
 

Fiction: Oranges in No 
Man’s Land 

 
Poetry: Poems- Wicked 

World 
 

 

Sto
rytim

e 

The Infinite Lives of 
Maisie Hay 

Plagues of Reading Text 

Street Child 
Plagues of Reading 

Text The Storm 
Keepers Island 
Sky Song (PR) 

 

Outlaws 
Plagues of Reading Text 

 

My Name is River 
Plagues of Reading Text 

 

The Boy who Swam with 
Piranhas 

Journey to Joburg 



Year 6 Curriculum Driver 
Science: Evolution and 

Inheritance 
 

Reading Breadth: 
Modern Fiction & 

Poetry 
 

Reading Breadth: 
Literacy Heritage and 

Plays and Poetry 

Curriculum Driver History: 
War 

Reading Breadth: 
Traditional Tales and 

Poetry 

Curriculum Driver 
Geography: Coasts 

Revisiting year 5/linked to 
biomes 

V
ehicle Texts 

 

Non-Fiction: When the 
Whales Walked 

 
Non-Fiction: Charles 

Darwin 

 
Non-Fiction: When 

Darwin Sailed the Sea 
 

Poetry: Darwin a Life in 
Poems 

 

 

Fiction: Boy in the 
Tower 

 
Fiction: Asha and the 

Spirit World 
 

Poetry: Carol Anne 
Duffy – new and 
collected poems 

 
 

 
 

Fiction: Wolves of 
Willoughby 

 
Fiction: Call of the 

Wind 
 

Fiction: Black Beauty 
 

Poetry: Poems for 
Every Night of the 

Year 
 

Fiction: Wolf Wilder 
(Not S to R) 

 

 

Fiction: Fireweed 
 

 Fiction: The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas 

 
Fiction: Anne Frank Diary 

 
Poetry: Poems of the 
Second World War 

 
Non-Fiction: WWII – 

Eyewitness 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fiction: The House with 
Chicken Legs 

 
Fiction: Grimmes Fairy 

Tales 
 

Fiction: Blackberry Blue 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Non-Fiction: Where on 
Earth Coastlines 

 
Fiction: Orphans of the 

Tide 
 

Fiction: The Island at the 
End of Everything 

 
Poetry: Poems: Overheard 

on a Tower Block 
 

 

Sto
rytim

e 

When the Whales Walked 
Plagues of Reading Text 
 

Boy in the Tower 
Plagues of Reading 

Text 
 

Call of the Wind 
 

Fireweed 
 

Plagues of Reading Text 
 

Plagues of Reading Text 
 

Wonder 
Plagues of Reading Text 

 

 


