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Terminology
Grapheme

Phoneme

Blend 

Digraph

Trigraph

A letter or group of letters used to represent a particular sound when 
writing. ‘a sound written down’

one letter that make one sound

putting sounds together to read a word 

two letters that make one sound

three letters that make one sound

Segment breaking apart the sounds in a word

Adjacent consonant Two or more consonants that come together in a word without any 
intervening vowel or vowels (for example, ‘d-r’ in ‘drop’, ‘s-t-r’ in ‘strap’). 

Split digraph digraph representing a vowel sound where its two letters are split by an 
intervening consonant (for example, ‘a_e’ in ‘take’)
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How we teach phonics

Daily phonics sessions – follows familiar format

Mon-Thurs is usually a focus lesson such as a new sound and 
Friday is usually a recap and review of the new information the 
children have been taught. 

Review/revisit

Teach- Phoneme, GPC, Blend, Read

Practise and Apply- reading a sentence, spelling
For parents | Letters and Sounds 
(littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk)

Our school has chosen Little Wandle 
Letters and Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) 
programme to teach early reading and 
spelling.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


• New graphemes for the Phase 2 and 3 sounds 
• That the same grapheme can have alternative 

pronunciations
• Alien words
• Phase 5 tricky words

What your child will learn in Year 1
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Grapheme mat
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Saying the Phase 2, 3 and 5 sounds
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For parents | Letters and Sounds 
(littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk)

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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Phonics Screening Check



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• It is a quick check of your child’s phonics knowledge.

• It is not designed to create any stress for your child.

• It assesses decoding skills using phonics.

• It consists of 40 words (20 real words, 
20 ‘alien words’).

If children do not achieve the required score in Year 1, 
they will retake the screening at the end of Year 2.

In the summer term we are preparing for the 
Phonics Screening Check
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• Your child will sit with a member of staff that 
they know.

• They will be asked to read 40 words aloud.

• This takes just a few minutes to complete, but 
there is no time limit.

• If your child is struggling, the teacher will stop.

• It has been carefully designed not to be stressful 
for your child.

How does the check work?
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• The check will contain 20 ‘alien words’.

• The children will be familiar with alien words and will start to read them in summer 
term.

• Alien words assess children’s decoding skills and are used in lessons for the purpose 
of preparing for the Phonics Screening Check only. 

• Children cannot read these words by using their memory or known vocabulary, so 
they have to use their decoding skills. This is a fair way to assess their ability to 
decode.

• The Phonics Screening Check will be administered in June.

What are alien words?
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What can you do at home to help?

• Read with your child at home
• Write sentences using the phase 5 

sounds
• Make or buy flashcards - Little Wandle at 

Home Phonics Flashcards for Year 1 by – Collins

https://collins.co.uk/products/9780008563745
https://collins.co.uk/products/9780008563745
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Reading in School 
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Children are assessed regularly to ensure that they are 
making progress and are on the correct reading books. 

The books your children will be taking home are matched 
to their phonetic ability. We want children to be able to 
read fluently and not find reading to be a chore.

EYFS and Year 1- Practice reading sessions- x2
First session focuses on decoding (sounding out) the words, and the 
second session works on prosody which is reading with expression 
and comprehension.

We focus on the same book more than once because we want to 
develop the fluency. The more children see words, the more they 
begin to read them automatically without having to sound them out.
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Reading at Home 
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Books Going Home



• Your child should be able to read their 
book without your help.

• They might sound out words and blend 
them before they read them fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, sound the word 
out and read it to them. Then ask them to 
repeat it. 

Listening to your child read their phonics book
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Read to your child
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The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.
• Talk with your child as much as you can:

• Introduce new and exciting language.
• Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.
• Make up sentences together.
• Find different words to use.
• Describe things you see.



Reading Records
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• We expect your child to read at home a 
minimum of 3 times a week.

• Reading records are checked every week 
by class teacher/TA. 

• Children are provided with a stamp and a 
house point if they have read 3 times and 
2 house points if they have read more 
than 3 times. 
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Questions
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